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ALIENS ARE REAL

© Louise Le Nay 2026

A 5-hander. Written for the Hamilton Eisteddfod.
Ren, Tanner, Jay, Ash, Kody

Ren is standing in the playground alone. Staring at the sky.
Tanner and Jay come out and watch Ren from a distance.

TANNER
What'’s going on?

Jay doesn’t know. They continue to watch. Ren is really concentrating, looking at one area
of the sky, then moving a bit and looking at another area.
Ash joins the others.

ASH
What ‘s the new kid doing?

No one knows.

ASH
Just ask.

TANNER
You ask.

JAY
| will. Hey! What’s your name — Ren!
What’re you looking at?

Ren glances at the group for a moment, then returns to sky-gazing. All the kids look up as
well. What is up there? Nothing they can see.
Kody joins the group of kids staring up.

KODY
What'’s up there?
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TANNER
Dunno. The new kid’s looking at something.

TANNER
There’s a cloud shaped like a hat.

JAY
| can see one like a dog.

They all follow his pointing hand. Yeah, they can see it. They’re all interested.

ASH
Floppy sort of ears.

They all agree.

KODY
Hey — are you looking at the dog cloud?

Ren looks at them as if they are talking a completely different language.

REN
What dog cloud?

They all point. Ren squints at it but is not really interested and returns to looking at a
different part of the sky.

KODY
What are you looking at then?

REN
Stars

This doesn’t sound sensible. They all react.

JAY
It’s daytime, weirdo. There aren’t any.

REN
Sure there are.

Pointing. They all look up. They can’t see anything.
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REN
There, there and over there, that’s the uboo nebula.

He waves to it.
REN

Hi! Hi there!
The others all exchange looks. Ren seems to be talking to the invisible stars, now.

ASH (quietly to others)
Come on, let’s go, it’s getting weird.

They start moving away.

REN (still looking up)
I’'m not weird. | just can see better than you.
| can hear better, too.

They all stop and turn back to look at Ren.

JAY (jeering)
Are you superman or something?

The others snigger

REN
Who?

They stop sniggering.

KODY
Where do you come from, anyway?

Ren points up to the sky.

JAY
You do not.

ASH
You're an alien, are you?

REN

That’s not what we call ourselves,
but | guess it’s what you call us.
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JAY
An alien?

TANNER
You are not.

KODY
You're an idiot.

ASH (to the others)
Can we go? Come on, let’s go down the creek.

They start walking away again. But Tanner stays, getting annoyed.
REN (calmly)
You don’t have to believe me. | don’t care.

| am though.

TANNER
Prove it! Show us! Bet you can’t.

Ren holds up a finger and before Tanner has finished speaking he is frozen with a jeering
expression on his face.

ASH (alarmed)
Hey! You can’t do that! What did you just do?

Ren lifts a finger and Ash is frozen.

REN
That.

Kody and Jay look at each other, suddenly scared.

KODY
Let’s get out of here.

He starts running. Ren lifts his finger and Kody is frozen.

JAY (trying to be calm)
Okay, okay, | believe you. | really, totally believe you.

He’s backing away as he speaks. Too late. Ren lifts his finger and Jay is frozen.
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Ren calmly walks around the frozen group, in between different figures, glancing at them.
He keeps walking away.

REN

Aliens are always right.
END
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